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Expo Milano 2015 
Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life 

Expo Milano 2015 is a global, cultural, 
educational, and scientific event that 
brings countries, organizations, 
businesses, associations, and the 
citizens of the world together to meet 
in Milan. 
 
 
The rich contents of the Expo will be 
presented in a variety of formats: 
discussions, conferences, events, 
shows, gastronomy, creative 
expressions, architecture, installations, 
and others. 
 
 
Drawn in by their passions and 
interests, Participants and Visitors will 
find personalized, guided itineraries, 
innovative services and facilities, and an 
experience that will begin from the 
moment they begin planning their visit 
to Expo 2015. 
 



Expo Milano 2015 
The Exhibition Site and the City 

The Exhibition Site is situated just a few kilometres from downtown Milan in an area with 
well developed infrastructure providing direct links with the three Milan airports and the 
principal public transit systems. The Site is easily accessible on the local, regional, and 
international level.  
 
The excellence of its setting assures full access to the event and represents a strategic 
element in terms of environmental and energy sustainability. 

Estimates call for 
20 million visitors 
to the event, with 
at least one out of 
three coming 
from abroad. 
 
 
On peak days, as 
many as 250,000 
visitors are 
expected to tour 
the Site. 
 
 
Approximately 
140,000 people 
will visit the Site on 
a typical day. It is 
expected that 60% 
will arrive using 
public 
transportation 
(suburban rail 
network, regional 
and high-speed 
trains, 
metropolitan rail, 
buses, taxis). 
 
 



The Exhibition Site  
Principal Elements 

Lake Arena 

Hill 

Bridges 

Canal 

The Exhibition Site is laid out along two perpendicular axes reminiscent of the Cardo and 
Decumanus of ancient Roman cities. The endpoints of these two avenues will feature the 
following attractions: 
•   The Lake Arena, an open area on the water for artistic performances and events; 
•   The Mediterranean Hill, reproducing the warm-temperate agricultural ecosystem     
typical of Italy and providing a panoramic overlook for the Site. 
•   The Expo Centre, a spacious facility offering cultural events and entertainment.  
•   The Expo-Cascina Merlata bridge, which provides pedestrian and bicycle connections 
between the city and the Expo Site. 
The Site is ringed by a canal branching off from the Canale Villoresi and communicating 
with the Waterways. 

Expo Centre 



The Decumanus 
Spaces for Participant Countries 

The Decumanus is broad avenue about 1.5 km in length. All Participant Country 
lots give onto this central pedestrian thoroughfare. Indeed, this arrangement 
represents one of the great innovations of Expo Milano 2015, providing all its guests 
with a ‘front row’ position and excellent visibility. 
During the year 2011, 69 Official Participants (68 countries + the UN) have 
confirmed their presence at Expo 2015. 
Expectations call for a total of 130-150 participants by 2015. 
 
There are over 150,000 square meters of total space available for Official 
Participants, who have three options for developing their mode of participation: 
Self Built, Expo Serviced Exhibition Spaces, or Cluster Pavilions. 

Danish Pavilion 
Expo 2010 

Korean Pavilion 
Expo 2010 

German Pavilion 
Expo 2010 

Finnish Pavilion 
Expo 2010 

British Pavilion 
Expo 2010 



The Decumanus 
Cluster Pavillions 

Cluster pavilions are conceived as a way for countries to 
participate in the Event without building their own pavilion. They 
will have the opportunity to join into groups who address the Expo 
theme in a combined yet individualized way. Each country in the 
cluster will have its own exhibition space and multipurpose spaces 
ranging from conference rooms to offices. 
 
The innovative characteristic of the Clusters is that the central 
open space, a sort of courtyard ringed by the diverse array of 
individual spaces, can be used as a shared area for exhibitions, 
events, or food service. 

The individual spaces 
can be diversified to 
feature the special 
characteristics of the 
particular country, 
highlighting the 
different cultural 
identities that each 
brings to the project. 



Italy’s participation in the Event will be developed along the Cardo, an 
avenue approximately 400 metres in length which intersects the Decumanus 
perpendicularly, as do the exhibition spaces of the other Participant 
Countries. The two principal Site axes intersect in Piazza Italia, which 
symbolically represents the place where Italy meets the world. 
The Italian exhibition spaces are arranged in four volumes offering their 
façades along the Cardo. A grand show will be developed here allowing 
Italian institutions to address the Expo theme and feature examples of Italian 
excellence in diet and sustainability.  
Palazzo Italia will represent the venue for all the institutional and 
ceremonial activities. 

Italian Spaces 
Exhibition spaces and restaurants 

Palazzo Italia 
Institutional 
activities 

Piazza Italia 

The Cardo 
The Italian spaces 



Scenography and installations 
The image of the Cardo and the Decumanus 

Expo 2015 is working together 
with the scenographer Dante 
Ferretti, 10-time Academy Award 
nominee, who is developing the 
scenery for the Cardo and the 
Decumanus and the installations 
for the Expo Site. 



The landscape 
a new concept of monument 

Moving beyond the concept of earlier Expos, which focused on monumental 
technological and architectural qualities to impress visitors, Expo 2015 places a 
new focus on the landscape and open-air common areas in its Site design.  
 
The objective of Expo 2015 is to offer visitors a physical experience that begins 
when they enter the Expo Site and continues to be perceived in all areas of the 
event, and not solely when they are inside the structures curated by the 
Organizer and the Participants. 



The buildings 
Service Areas 

Combined with the open areas, the Service Areas help contribute to the 
special qualities shared throughout the Expo Site that ensure high levels 
of visitor comfort. 
The Service Areas offer restaurants, cafés, shops, security services, sanitary 
facilities, and various visitor services (post office, ATM…). 
The design of these buildings is chosen by means of a competition of ideas 
officially announced on 20 December 2011. The projects are judged on the 
basis of their sustainability in terms of energy use and technology on the 
one hand, and social, aesthetic and technical sustainability on the other. 
 
 



The buildings 
Open Air Theatre and Expo Centre  

The Open Air Theatre is a large space 
accommodating some 8,000 people 
dedicated to major open-air shows 
such as concerts and other 
performing arts events. 
 
The Expo Centre is composed of 
spaces for indoor events.  
It includes an Auditorium, conference 
rooms, a large 3,000-sqm 
Performance Area and an office 
building housing the Expo Site 
supervision and management 
functions. 
 
 
 



The buildings 
Cascina Triulza 

Cascina Triulza is a historical rural 
structure typical of the Lombardy 
agricultural system and encompassed 
within the Expo Site. 
 
 It will be potentiated by transforming 
its spaces into venues for exhibitions, 
events, conferences, and seminars. 
 
Currently existing structures that are 
not appropriate for Expo visitors will 
be remodelled and expanded with 
temporary facilities better serving the 
purposes of the event.  



The buildings 
Expo–Fiera bridge and Expo–Cascina Merlata bridge 

 

These works ensure pedestrian and bicycle access to the Expo Site, which 
otherwise is encircled by major roadways, and help link the Site physically to the 
city of Milan. 
The Expo-Fiera bridge, linking the exhibition site to the world famous Rho-Pero 
fairgrounds, is 730 m long and 11 m wide. It is expected to provide access to the 
Site for over 30% of the visitors.  
The Expo-Cascina Merlata bridge is approximately 350 m long and will be used 
principally for employee access. 



Thematic Areas 
Spaces for theme development 

Five areas on the Expo Site, located within existing exhibition structures or in 
newly constructed facilities, will be used by the Organizer to explore and 
elaborate the Expo Theme. 
 
Zero Pavilion has an introductory purpose, creating an assumption so that 
Visitors may discover the Theme through the Expo Site. 
The other thematic areas will address the theme of nutrition in various spheres, 
including future, art, sustainability and biodiversity. 


